ISSN: 1607-8322, e-ISSN: 2220-5799 Anaesthesia, Pain & Intensive Care
Vol 27(1); February 2023 DOI: 10.35975/apic.v27i1.2146

CLINIPICS AIRWAY MANAGEMENT

A difficult extubation!
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An 8 years old male child suffered from Crouzon syndrome, in whom intubation was perceived to be difficult, but
extubation expected to be much more difficult. Crouzon syndrome is a genetic disorder characterized by the premature
fusion of skull bones
(craniosynostosis).  This
early fusion prevents the
skull ~ from  growing
normally and affects the
shape of the head and
face. This child had
craniofacial operation in
some other hospital when
he was one year old and
his postoperative period
was uneventful. Owing to
uncorrected mid facial
hypoplasia along with
shallow orbit, he had
proptosis and was taken
up for Le Fort3 osteotomy
and insertion of RED2
(Rigid External
Distractor) device, which | Figure 1 &2: Adequate mouth opening, but nostrils were blocked.

was likely to be remainin | Pnst an nictire with device in siti

situ for a few weeks. RAE

tube could be inserted without much of a problem, and the tube was changed to size 5.5 Kimberley Clarke tube using
a tube exchanger at the end of
surgery.

The surgery went on for nearly 6
h with full monitoring devices,
including an A line, and his
extubation was deferred till next
day, for possible adjustment of
device after seeing the X-ray
picture. He was ventilated
overnight with fentanyl,
dexmedetomidine infusion, and
was taken up for readjustment of
the distraction device next
morning.

GA was uneventful. But with the
RED 2 device in situ, right nostril

Figure 3 & 4: Picture prior to extubation packed, left nostril occupied with
RED device in situ Ryle’s tube, extubation was a real
challenge.
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